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WE PROUDLY OFFER THE NICHOLAS POTTER COLLECTION
OF INSCRIBED ¢ SIGNED CORMAC MCCARTHY BOOKS

Potter became a friend for life the moment

I met him in the 1970s, not long after he
took over his father’s bookshop. Nick was one
of the kindest, most intelligent, and patient
men [ have ever known, and his personality was
positively infectious.

S ANTA FE, NEw MEx1co bookseller Nicholas

He was also a damn fine bookseller. His knowl-
edge of and love for the Southwest, Native
Americana, art, photography, and literature were
incomparable. His passion for the arts—jazz,
opera, and classical music in particular—was
astonishing; he certainly could have had a career
as a professional drummer. Nick and I were the
same age and had been in the business for roughly
the same amount of time. I will always treasure
my visits to Santa Fe, our dinners together, and

the effortless grace of his hospitality. His passing
from ALS is a tragedy I will not soon get over.

Nick made friends easily, even with the notori-
ously private author Cormac McCarthy. Cormac
visited Nick’s bookshop often, where they dis-
cussed art, literature, music, history, and politics,
and often went to lunch together. The two were
friends for forty years. Over that span, McCarthy
inscribed almost every one of his books to Nick.
Sadly, the book trade and the world have lost two
of their brightest denizens.

It is with great pride and pleasure that we now

offer the Nicholas Potter collection of inscribed
and signed Cormac McCarthy books for sale.

—KEN SANDERS, APRIL 2026
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career began in relative obscurity with four

underrated and darkly visionary Southern
Gothic novels before shifting to a stark, post-fron-
tier realism that defined late-twentieth-century
American literature. With the 1985 publication of
Blood Meridian (now widely regarded as a mas-
terpiece, though largely ignored upon its release),
McCarthy thoroughly dismantled the romanticism
of the American West.

E ; PANNING SIX DECADES, Cormac McCarthy's

His project of historical deconstruction continued
through the lyrical Border Trilogy, which brought
him fame. All three Border novels became best-
sellers, the first also won the National Book Award.
In the mid-2000s, McCarthy provided two bleak
visions of our present and future conditions (both
of which were also adapted into excellent films): the
modern parable of No Country for Old Men and the
apocalyptic tale of The Road.

His final works, The Passenger and Stella Maris,
trade his signature landscapes for a more cerebral,
philosophical style. These dialogue-heavy works
explore physics and grief, where the limits of human
knowledge collide with the mysteries of conscious-
ness. One of America's finest novelists, McCarthy
rose from humble beginnings to earn the highest
literary honours (including the Pulitzer Prize), leav-
ing behind a body of work that is just beginning to
be fully understood and appreciated.

Terms and conditions of sale can be found at the final
page of this catalogue. You may view more images of
all of the books contained in this catalogue on our
website, at this link, or by e-mail request.

Credits: Nicholas Potter portrait courtesy Aryana
Potter. Cormac McCarthy portrait by David Styles
sourced via Wikimedia Commons (public domain).
Bibliographic description, photography and cata-
logue design by Travis Low.
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1. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. Blood Meridian, or the Evening Red-
ness in the West. New York: Random House, 1985.
First edition, first printing.

Inscribed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on
the half-title page to Santa Fe bookseller, Nicholas
Potter: "For Nicholas Potter | With all best wishes |
from your friend | Cormac McCarthy."

337 pp. Octavo [21.5 cm]. Publisher's red cloth and
red paper-covered boards, lettering stamped in gilt
with ruling in metallic red. Maroon dust jacket
designed by Richard Adelson with red typography
and Salvador Dali's “The Phantom Cart” on the
front. Photograph of the author by Mark Morrow
on the back. First edition clearly stated on the copy-
right page. Dust jacket with "$17.95" price intact at
top-front flap and "3/85" code at the bottom of the
rear flap. Housed in a custom slipcase by Robert
Wang of Denver, mirroring the dust jacket design.

A Near Fine copy, with only a few light spots of
surface soil at the edges of the text block, which is
otherwise clean, solid, and square. The dust jacket
is also Near Fine, with only very light surface rub-
bing, some minor wear near the folds, and just a
hint of toning at the top edge. A bright, attractive
copy with an intimate association. Near Fine in
Near Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71283]

$35,000.00

A significant association copy, warmly inscribed by
the notoriously reclusive author to his long-time
friend, the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter.
Throughout a friendship spanning forty years, Pot-
ter’s bookstore served as a frequent destination for
McCarthy, where the two shared a rapport rooted in
their mutual appreciation of literature, art, music,
and history. This volume represents a vital frag-
ment of that connection; McCarthy, who famously
avoided public life, inscribed most of his published
works to Potter.

801.521.3819 -

A short note in Nicholas Potter's hand is laid in:
"Incredibly powerful prose combined with a dark
and bloody subject matter. This copy inscribed to me
by Cormac in the mid 1990's. Very rare inscribed.
Ist issue, without remainder mark (fewer than 2,000
of the 5,000 copy printing were sold before it was
remaindered). Considered by many to be the greatest
American novel of the 2nd half of the 20th century.”

Largely ignored upon its release, Blood Meridian is
now widely considered the preeminent American
novel of the late twentieth century. Set amidst the
scorched landscapes of the mid-nineteenth-century
American Southwest, McCarthy completely reimag-
ines the Western myth. A significant departure from
the authors previous four Southern Gothic works,
McCarthy takes a leap into the desert sublime. The
narrative tracks the harrowing journey of "The Kid"
through a landscape of escalating depravity, haunted
by the terrifyingly eloquent and primordial figure of
"The Judge." Renowned for its beautiful apocalyptic
prose, the novel stands as a monumental interroga-
tion of the violence of history and the nature of evil.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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2. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. Blood Meridian, or the Evening Red-
ness in the West. New York: Vintage International,
Vintage Books, A Division of Random House, Inc.,
1992. Paperback reprint. Copyright page states:
“First Vintage International Edition, May 1992

Inscribed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on the
half-title page: “For Robin | All best wishes | Cor-
mac | Christmas 19947

337pp. Octavo [20cm]. Perfect-bound in original
pictorial wraps, title in gold holographic and typo-
graphic design on the front cover. Design by Susan
Mitchell. Cover photograph by Craig Aurness / H.
Armstrong Roberts, Inc. Author photograph by
Marion Ettlinger.

A clean, unmarked, square copy. Light toning
and shelfwear, rear cover has a small abraded area
measuring about one inch. A nice example of this
handsomely designed paperback, with a warm
inscription. Very Good. Paperback. [71299]

$2,000.00

Warmly inscribed by the notoriously reclusive author.
While the recipient (“Robin”) remains unidentified,
the volume’s provenance is significant. From the
library of the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Pot-
ter, an avid collect of McCarthy’s works. Through a
friendship spanning forty years, Potter’s bookstore
served as a frequent destination for McCarthy; the
two shared a rapport rooted in their mutual appreci-
ation of literature, art, music, and history.

Largely ignored upon its release, Blood Meridian is
now widely considered the preeminent American
novel of the late twentieth century. Set amidst the
scorched landscapes of the mid-nineteenth-century
American Southwest, McCarthy completely reimag-
ines the Western myth. A significant departure from
the author’s previous four Southern Gothic works,
McCarthy takes a leap into the desert sublime.

801.521.3819 -

The narrative tracks the harrowing journey of “IThe
Kid” through a landscape of escalating depravity,
haunted by the terrifyingly eloquent and primor-
dial figure of “The Judge.” Renowned for its beautiful
apocalyptic prose, the novel stands as a monumen-
tal interrogation of the violence of history and the
nature of evil.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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3. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. The Border Trilogy: All the Pretty
Horses; The Crossing; Cities of the Plain. With
Autograph Note Signed to Nicholas Potter laid
into the first volume. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
1992, 1994, & 1998. First editions, first printings.

Laid into the first volume is an Autograph Note
Signed from Cormac McCarthy to Nicholas Pot-
ter: “Nicholas | Thank you for your very nice
letter. I appreciated it and I'm glad that you liked
the book. I was in Santa Fe very briefly a couple
of months ago but you were not in. Hope to catch
you next time. | Cormac.” Each volume in the tril-
ogy is signed or inscribed by McCarthy in black
ink on the half-title page: All the Pretty Horses is
inscribed “For Nicholas Potter | All the very best
from | Your friend | Cormac McCarthy”; The
Crossing is inscribed “For Nicholas | With all best
wishes | Your friend | Cormac”; and Cities of the
Plain is signed: “Cormac McCarthy”

301; 425; 291 pp. Three octavo volumes [22 cm].
Black cloth and paper-covered boards; titling and
author initials gilt-stamped to spines and front
covers. Publisher’s brown and red topstains to vol-
umes 2 and 3; volume 1 unstained as issued. First
edition clearly stated on each copyright page with
no additional printings listed. All three original
pictorial dust jackets present with prices intact.
Housed in a custom nesting slipcase by Robert
Wang of Denver, mirroring the dust jacket design.

All three volumes and dust jackets are in Near Fine
to Fine condition; bright, sharp, and square with
only the faintest signs of handling. Near Fine in
Near Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71311]

$16,500.00

Significant association copies, with each volume
inscribed or signed by the notoriously reclusive author
to his long-time friend, the late Santa Fe bookseller
Nicholas Potter. Throughout a friendship spanning

801.521.3819 -

forty years, Potter’s bookstore served as a frequent
destination for McCarthy, where the two shared a
rapport rooted in their mutual appreciation of liter-
ature, art, music, and history. Accompanied by the
laid-in Autograph Note Signed, this set represents a
vital fragment of that connection; McCarthy, who
famously avoided public life, inscribed most of his
published works to Potter.

Prior to 1992, McCarthy’s commercial success was
minimal; none of his previous novels sold more
than 5000 copies in their first printings. The break-
out success of All the Pretty Horses—which won
both the National Book Award and the National
Book Critics Circle Award—transformed him
into a mainstream literary icon. First print runs
for the trilogy escalated dramatically, rising from
20,000 copies for the first volume to over 200,000
for the trilogy’s conclusion. The work remains a
cornerstone of contemporary American literature.

A sweeping saga of the vanishing American fron-
tier, the Border Trilogy unfolds across the sprawling
Texas ranchlands and the rugged sierras of north-
ern Mexico. The narratives follow John Grady Cole
and Billy Parham, whose paths eventually converge
as they encounter a world modernizing beyond their
grasp. The cycle balances the romantic allure of a
fading landscape against the resilience of those left
in its wake. Taken as a whole, the work transitions
McCarthyss style toward a more accessible but no less
profound lyricism, cementing his status as a defini-
tive voice of the American West.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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4. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. Child of God. New York: Random
House, 1973. First edition, first printing.

Inscribed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on the
half-title page to Santa Fe bookseller, Nicholas Pot-
ter: “For Nicholas Potter | All the best from | your
friend | Cormac McCarthy”

197 pp. Octavo [21.5 cm]. Publisher’s black cloth
and red paper-covered boards stamped in red and
gold. Black dust jacket with red, white, and olive
green typography, designed by Muriel Nasser. First
edition clearly stated on the copyright page. Dust
jacket with “$5.95” price intact at top-front flap
and “1/74” code at the rear flap’s bottom-left.

A Near Fine, unread copy, with occasional light sur-
face soil or toning. The text block is solid, square.
The top edges of the boards are gently sunfaded.
The front free endpaper has a previous ownership
inscription written neatly in blue ink: “Dane Mey-
ers | Hugh Prather Collection” The dust jacket is
in Very Good condition, showing the spine-fading
common to this title, along with some general sur-
face rubbing and scratching. The jacket edges are
lightly toned, with a few minor creases and short
closed tears (measuring less than 2cm). An attrac-
tive copy with an intimate association. Near Fine in
Very Good dust jacket. Hardcover. [71269]

$10,000.00

A significant association copy, warmly inscribed by
the notoriously reclusive author to his long-time
friend, the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter.
A short note in Potters hand is laid in: “..This copy
inscribed to me in the mid 905.” Throughout a friend-
ship spanning forty years, Potters bookstore served
as a frequent destination for McCarthy, where the
two shared a rapport rooted in their mutual appre-
ciation of literature, art, music, and history. This
volume represents a vital fragment of that connec-
tion; McCarthy, who famously avoided public life,
inscribed most of his published works to Potter.

801.521.3819 -

The first printing of Child of God consisted of a run
of 7,500 copies, the only printing of the first edition of
this work. The book was a commercial failure upon
its release, selling less than 2,500 copies. The book
sparked controversy over its subject matter, with
some reviewers objecting to it on moral grounds.

The narrative chronicles the progressive isolation
and depravity of Lester Ballard—a dispossessed out-
cast who pushes the boundaries of abhorrent human
behavior. Set in the rugged hill country of mid-cen-
tury Tennessee, the story is told in a detached,
clinical manner. McCarthy’s third novel, Child of
God intensified the visceral Southern Gothic vision
of his previous works and solidified his reputation
for writing spare, biblical prose that depicts harrow-
ing and macabre scenes with unflinching clarity.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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5. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. No Country for Old Men. New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 2005. First edition, first printing.

Inscribed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on
the half-title page to Santa Fe bookseller, Nicholas
Potter: “For Nick | All the best | From your friend |
Cormac | Santa Fe 2005 Potter’s original purchase
receipt from Collected Works (of Santa Fe, dated
08/02/05) is laid in.

309 pp. Octavo [22 cm)]. Black textured paper cov-
ered boards with gilt-stamped spine in the original
pictorial dust jacket. First edition clearly stated on
the copyright page with no additional printings
listed. Dust jacket with “$24.95” price intact at
top-front flap and “7/2005” code at the bottom of
the rear flap.

Bright, square, and sound; a Near Fine copy in a
Near Fine dust jacket with only the faintest hint
of shelfwear. Near Fine in Near Fine dust jacket.
Hardcover. [71316]

$5,000.00

A significant association copy, warmly inscribed by
the notoriously reclusive author to his long-time
friend, the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter.
Throughout a friendship spanning forty years, Pot-
ters bookstore served as a frequent destination for
McCarthy, where the two shared a rapport rooted in
their mutual appreciation of literature, art, music,
and history. This volume represents a vital frag-
ment of that connection; McCarthy, who famously
avoided public life, inscribed most of his published
works to Potter.

No Country for Old Men represents a major evo-
lution for McCarthy, where he transitioned from
the dense, baroque prose of his earlier master-
pieces toward a leaner and more percussive style. It
stands as a transitional work in McCarthy’s canon,
bridging the sweeping historical scope of the Border

801.521.3819 -

Trilogy with the stark minimalism that would later
define his final novels.

Originally conceived as a screenplay, the novel is both
a relentless thriller and a dark parable. Set along the
1980 Texas-Mexico border, the narrative depicts the
collision of a Vietnam veteran, a merciless killer, and
a sheriff facing an era of lawless violence. Employ-
ing his newfound sparse prose, McCarthy captures
the tension of traditional values in the face of a post-
modern nihilism. The work was famously adapted
into the 2007 Academy Award-winning film by the
Coen Brothers.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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6. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. The Orchard Keeper. New York:
Random House, 1965. Second printing of the first
edition, in the first issue dust jacket.

Inscribed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on the
half-title page to Santa Fe bookseller, Nicholas Pot-
ter: “For Nicholas | All the very best | Cormac.

246 pp. Octavo [21 cm]. Publisher’s green cloth and
light burgundy paper-covered boards, stamped
in gilt, red, and blind. Publisher’s green topstain.
White dust jacket with red and black typography,
designed by Muriel Nasser. Second printing clearly
stated on the copyright page. First issue dust jacket
with “$4.95” price intact at top-front flap and
“5/65” code at the bottom-right.

A Near Fine copy, the text block is clean, square,
and seemingly unread throughout. The green
topstain is lightly faded and the paper at the fore-
edges of the boards show bits of abrasion. The dust
jacket is Very Good, gently sunned at the spine and
showing light overall surface soiling and minor
edgewear, including a short split beginning at the
top-front flap fold and tiny chips at the spine head
and the top-right corner of the front panel. An
attractive copy with an intimate association. Near
Fine in Very Good dust jacket. Hardcover. [71251]

$10,000.00

A significant association copy, warmly inscribed by
the notoriously reclusive author to his long-time
friend, the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter.
Throughout a friendship spanning forty years, Pot-
ters bookstore served as a frequent destination for
McCarthy, where the two shared a rapport rooted in
their mutual appreciation of literature, art, music,
and history. This volume represents a vital frag-
ment of that connection; McCarthy, who famously
avoided public life, inscribed most of his published
works to Potter.

801.521.3819 -

The second printing of The Orchard Keeper consisted
of a small run of only 750 copies. It has been noted
that surplus first-issue dust jackets were used for
this printing; these were frequently price-clipped to
accommodate the second printing’s increased $6.95
price. The present example is notably not price-
clipped, retaining the original $4.95 price.

Set in a remote rural Tennessee community between
the World Wars, The Orchard Keeper is McCarthy’s
debut novel, inaugurating a cycle of four Southern
Gothic works (with Outer Dark, Child of God, and
Suttree to follow). The narrative explores the forces
of modern civilization as they encroach upon older,
more rugged ways of living. Upon its release, the
novel earned McCarthy immediate critical acclaim
and comparisons to the likes of William Faulkner.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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7. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. Outer Dark. New York: Random
House, 1968. First edition, first printing.

Signed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on the
half-title page.

242 pp. Octavo [21 cm]. Publisher’s turquoise
cloth and grey paper-covered boards stamped in
black, silver, blue. Publisher’s black topstain. Black
dust jacket with white, green, and orange typog-
raphy, designed by Muriel Nasser. First printing
statement on the copyright page. Dust jacket is
price-clipped and has the “9/68” code at the front
flap’s bottom-right.

A Near Fine, unread copy, clean and square. The
black topstain is lightly faded. The price-clipped
dust jacket is Very Good, with just a tiny closed
tear (measuring less than 1cm) at the bottom edge
of the front panel, and one very small dark stain
on the spine. A nice copy. Near Fine in Very Good
dust jacket. Hardcover. [71258]

$12,500.00

Signed by the notoriously reclusive author. From the
library of the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Pot-
ter. Throughout a friendship spanning forty years,
Potter’s bookstore served as a frequent destination
for McCarthy, where the two shared a rapport rooted
in their mutual appreciation of literature, art, music,
and history. This volume represents a vital fragment
of that connection.

The first printing of Outer Dark consisted of a run
of 5,000 copies, and was the only printing of the first
edition of this work. The book was a commercial fail-
ure upon its release, selling less than 3,500 copies.

Set in purgatorial, turn-of-the-century Appalachia,
Outer Dark is McCarthys second novel, distilling
his Southern Gothic style which he would continue
to explore in his two subsequent novels, Child of
God and Suttree. The narrative utilizes an archaic,

801.521.3819 -

rhythmic prose to deliver a wandering tale—a
harrowing meditation on nihilism. Its publication
cemented McCarthy as a singular, prophetic stylist,
distinguished from many of his more experimental
postmodernist contemporaries through a mastery of
the macabre and the mythic.

BOOKS@KENSANDERSBOOKS.COM
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8. McCarthy, Cormac. [Nicholas Potter Associ-
ation Set]. The Passenger [Inscribed] & Stella
Maris. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2022. First edi-
tions, first printings.

A significant association set from the library of the
late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter, a long-
time friend of Cormac McCarthy. The Passenger is
inscribed by the author in black ink on the front
free endpaper: “For Nick | All best | Cormac.” Laid
into The Passenger is a brief, prescient note in Pot-
ter’s hand: “Inscribed copies of this book will be
rare.” Also present are bookmarks from Santa Fe’s
Collected Works Bookstore in both volumes, and
Potter’s business card tucked into Stella Maris.

383; 189 pp. Two octavo volumes [24 cm]. Pub-
lisher’s blue and red paper-covered boards,
respectively; titles gilt-stamped to spines. First edi-
tion clearly stated on the copyright pages. In the
original illustrated dust jackets with prices and date
codes intact. Both volumes are bright, square, and
clean, showing only the faintest hints of shelfwear
or handling. Near Fine in Near Fine dust jacket.
Hardcover. [71332]

$9,000.00

This set represents a vital physical link in a friend-
ship spanning forty years. Potter’s bookstore was a
frequent destination for McCarthy, where the two
shared a rapport rooted in a mutual appreciation
for literature, art, music, and history. McCarthy,
notoriously reclusive and selective with his signa-
ture, inscribed the majority of his published works
for Potter over the decades; given the timing of their
release, this set stands as one of the final associa-
tions of its kind.

Alfred A. Knopf published The Passenger on Octo-
ber 25, 2022, followed by Stella Maris on December
6, 2022. While a slipcased boxed set was issued
concurrently with the second volume, these are the
standalone, first-issue trade volumes from Potter’s

801.521.3819 -

personal library. As McCarthy declined public
appearances for both titles, the lack of an inscrip-
tion in the second volume likely reflects the narrow
window for personal signings between the staggered
publication dates and the author’s death. McCarthy
passed away in June 2023—scarcely six months after
the final volume’s release—marking these as the last
works published during his lifetime.

Conceived as a profound late-career diptych, The
Passenger and Stella Maris constitute Cormac McCa-
rthy’s final novels. The first volume follows Bobby
Western, a salvage diver contending with his father’s
legacy on the Manhattan Project and the suicide of
his sister, Alicia. Its companion, Stella Maris, is a
psychiatric transcript recording Alicias own strug-
gle with mathematics and hallucination. Eschewing
conventional linear plotting, the pairing serves as
a rigorous inquiry into the “unshareable” nature of
reality and the constraints of human knowledge.
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9. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. The Passenger & Stella Maris Boxed
Set [Signed]. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2022.
First editions, first printings in publisher’s slipcase.

From the library of the late Santa Fe bookseller
Nicholas Potter, a long-time friend of Cormac
McCarthy. Both volumes are signed by the author
on publisher’s tipped-in pages: The Passenger in
blue ink and Stella Maris in black ink. Laid into the
first volume are two small memo notes in Potter’s
hand, providing a record of the sets rarity: “This
is one of the two copies of the boxed signed edi-
tion that Dorothy Massey [proprietor of Santa Fe’s
Collected Works Bookstore] got in the “lottery”
for them. Collected Works was one of hundreds
of bookstores that tried to order them. Probably
fewer than 500 were signed. Dorothy gave it to me.”

383; 189 pp. Two octavo volumes [24 cm]. Publish-
er'sblueand red paper-covered boards, respectively;
titles gilt-stamped to spines. First edition stated on
the copyright pages. In the original illustrated dust
jackets with prices and date codes intact. Housed in
the publisher’s decorative, pictorial paper-covered
slipcase, with the original paper label tipped-on
the rear panel. All elements are Near Fine; bright,
square, clean copies showing only the faintest hints
of shelfwear or handling. Near Fine in Near Fine
dust jacket. Hardcover. [71333]

$2,500.00

This set documents a direct connection within the
Santa Fe book trade, having been gifted from Dor-
othy Massey to Nicholas Potter. The signatures are
provided on the publisher’s tipped-in pages, with
provenance established by a laid-in note in Potter’s
hand, identifying the volumes as a gift from Massey
[proprietor of Collected Works], establishing a pro-
fessional association that distinguishes this set from
typical signed issues. It stands as a physical record of
the professional network and relationships that sup-
ported McCarthy’s work in Santa Fe for four decades.
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Alfred A. Knopf published The Passenger on Octo-
ber 25, 2022, followed by Stella Maris on December
6, 2022. This slipcased boxed set was released con-
currently with the second volume and contains both
first-edition hardcovers. These signed sets were dis-
tributed via a highly restricted “lottery” to select
bookstores; it is estimated that only 500 such sets were
produced. As McCarthy declined public appearances
for these final titles, these tipped-in pages repre-
sent rare “officially” signed copies of his final works.
McCarthy passed away in June 2023—scarcely six
months after the final volumes release—marking
these as the last works published during his lifetime.

Conceived as a profound late-career diptych, The
Passenger and Stella Maris constitute Cormac McCa-
rthy’s final novels. The first volume follows Bobby
Western, a salvage diver contending with his father’s
legacy on the Manhattan Project and the suicide of
his sister, Alicia. Its companion, Stella Maris, is a
psychiatric transcript recording Alicia’s own strug-
gle with mathematics and hallucination. Eschewing
conventional linear plotting, the pairing serves as
a rigorous inquiry into the “unshareable” nature of
reality and the constraints of human knowledge.
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10. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. The Road [with signed ephemera
laid in]. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2006. First
edition, first printing.

241 pp. Octavo [24 cm]. Publisher’s black and
orange paper-covered boards with metallic cop-
per stamping to the spine. Original dust jacket
designed by Chip Kidd, with the “$24.00” price
and “10/2006” code intact. A Fine copy in a Fine
dust jacket; bright, square, and clean.

Laid in at the front are three unique pieces of
ephemera which, along with this volume, are from
the collection of the late Santa Fe bookseller and
McCarthy associate, Nicholas Potter. These items
provide rare insight into McCarthy’s restrictive
signing habits following the publication of this title:

-Signed Sales Receipt: A Nicholas Potter Books
receipt dated October 16, 2006, documenting
McCarthy’s purchase of a “Toynbee Set” Signed
by Cormac McCarthy in black ink at the bottom.

-Nicholas Potter Autograph Note: A small hand-
written note in Potter’s hand, dated the same day,
providing the context for the receipt. It reads:
“October 16, 2006 | Cormac told me today that he
would not sign any trade editions of The Road, even
for friends. His logic is that he signed 250 copies
(the limited edition) and gave them to his son John,
the dedicatee of the book, and that some day John
would be able to sell them for a good purpose (col-
lege, etc.). He felt it was an ‘infringement’ on John’s
right to the legacy if he signed other copies. He said
if I ever saw a signed trade edition, it was a forgery.
Since I won't be able to get one signed, I decided to
keep the credit card receipt he signed for a set of
Toynbee as a souvenir with my copy of the book.”
-McCarthy Handwriting Specimen: A small slip of
paper featuring a specimen of McCarthy’s “archi-
tectural” handwriting in pencil, it reads: “Now is
the time for all good men to come to the aid of their
country.” Attached to this note isa small memo note
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in Potter’s hand, identifying the specimen, it reads:
“Cormacs ‘architectural’ handwriting | 4.24.07”

All ephemera is in Fine condition, measuring 6” x
4” or smaller, and laid in at the front of the book.
Fine in Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71328]

$10,000.00

Representing perhaps the closest approximation of
a signed American trade edition of The Road, this
copy is accompanied by three pieces of ephemera
documenting its provenance. From the library of the
late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter—an avid
collector of McCarthys works—this flawless copy
stands as a vital fragment of a forty-year friendship.
Throughout that time, Potters bookstore served as a
frequent destination for McCarthy, the two sharing a
rapport rooted in literature, art, music, and history;
the included ephemera clarifies the author’s refusal
to sign this specific title.

Pulitzer Prize-winning and austere, The Road is a
harrowing odyssey and a testament to paternal devo-
tion. Set in an ash-covered wasteland, the narrative
depicts a father and son navigating a landscape of
predatory cannibals among the ruins of civilization.
Refining the sparse prose of his late career into mini-
malist parable, McCarthy captures the endurance of
hope in the face of total environmental collapse. The
work was adapted into a film directed by John Hill-
coat and starring Viggo Mortensen.
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11. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. The Road [w/signed bookplate]. Lon-
don: Picador, 2006. First UK. edition, first printing.

One of only 200 copies issued with a bookplate
signed in black ink by Cormac McCarthy mounted
to the title page. These bookplates were signed
specifically for this first Picador edition and distrib-
uted via the British retailer Waterstones. From the
library of the late Santa Fe bookseller and McCarthy
associate Nicholas Potter. Laid in is Potter’s origi-
nal invoice and purchase receipt from Nicholas &
Helen Burrows (booksellers, Surrey/London, UK),
dated 20-Nov-06.

241 pp. Octavo [24 cm]. Publisher’s black paper-cov-
ered boards with silver stamping to the spine.
Original pictorial dust jacket with the “£16.99”
price intact. A bright, square, and clean copy. Fine
in Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71330]

$5,000.00

The inclusion of the signed bookplate at the title page
is notably scarce. A short note in Potters hand is
also laid in: “w/signed Bookplate tipped in. October
2006. Cormac told me he would not sign this book
(title) so it is rare signed even if it is on a bookplate.”
Throughout a friendship spanning forty years, Nich-
olas Potters Santa Fe bookstore served as a frequent
destination for McCarthy, where the two shared a
rapport rooted in their mutual appreciation of litera-
ture, art, music, and history. This volume represents a
vital fragment of that connection.

Pulitzer Prize-winning and austere, The Road is a
harrowing odyssey and a testament to paternal devo-
tion. Set in an ash-covered wasteland, the narrative
depicts a father and son navigating a landscape of
predatory cannibals among the ruins of civilization.
Refining the sparse prose of his late career into mini-
malist parable, McCarthy captures the endurance of
hope in the face of total environmental collapse. The
work was adapted into a film directed by John Hill-
coat and starring Viggo Mortensen.
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12. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]. The Stonemason: A Play in Five Acts.
Hopewell, NJ: The Ecco Press, 1994. First edition,
first printing.

Signed by Cormac McCarthy in blue ink on the
half-title page.

133 pp. Octavo [22 cm]. Publisher’s black cloth and
grey paper-covered boards with blind-stamped
design on the front and silver titles on the spine.
First edition clearly stated on the copyright page.
In the original dust jacket designed by Chip Kidd,
with the “$19.95” price and “9404” code intact on
the front flap.

A Near Fine, unread, clean copy. The rear board is
bound slightly askew (a minor binder’s aberration).
The dust jacket is likewise Near Fine, showing only
very light surface rubbing. A nice copy. Near Fine
in Near Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71342]

$1,500.00

Signed by the notoriously reclusive author. From the
library of the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Pot-
ter. Throughout a friendship spanning forty years,
Potter’s bookstore served as a frequent destination
for McCarthy, where the two shared a rapport rooted
in their mutual appreciation of literature, art, music,
and history. This volume represents a vital fragment
of that connection.

Written in the mid-1970s, The Stonemason remained
unpublished for nearly twenty years until its release
by Ecco Press in 1994. The professional relationship
began when Ecco founder Daniel Halpern reached
out to McCarthy via a letter to his Tennessee home.
This collaboration eventually established Ecco as a
primary publisher for McCarthys dramatic and
poetic work.
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Set in Louisville, Kentucky, the work meditates on
both craft and heritage. McCarthy’s rhythmic dia-
logue reflects the precision of masonry, elevating
manual labor to a spiritual discipline. Prioritizing
thematic architecture over narrative, the play mea-
sures the permanence of stone against the fragility of
family structures.
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13. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]|. The Sunset Limited: A Novel in Dra-
matic Form. London: Picador, 2010. First U.K.
edition, first printing.

142 pp. Octavo [20.5 cm]. Publisher’s black
paper-covered boards with gilt-stamped titles on
spine. Black endpapers. In the original illustrated
dust jacket designed by David Pearson, with the
“£9.99” price intact. A nice, bright, clean copy. Near
Fine in Near Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71344]

$200.00

From the library of the late Santa Fe bookseller Nich-
olas Potter. Throughout a friendship spanning forty
years, Potter’s bookstore served as a frequent destina-
tion for McCarthy; the two shared a rapport rooted
in a mutual appreciation of literature, art, music,
and history. While this copy is neither signed nor
marked, it originates from Potter’s collection. McCa-
rthy, who famously avoided public life, inscribed
most of his published works to Potter.

Set in a sparse New York apartment, the work is a
claustrophobic dialogue sparked by a thwarted sui-
cide. With McCarthy’s prose stripped to its essential
core, the play pits existential despair against faith in
a high-stakes dialectic for the soul.
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14. McCarthy, Cormac. [Ex-libris: Nicholas Potter,
bookseller]|. Suttree. New York: Random House,
1979. First edition, first printing.

Inscribed by Cormac McCarthy in black ink on the
half-title page to Santa Fe bookseller, Nicholas Pot-
ter: “For Nicholas | With fond best wishes | from
your friend | Cormac”

451 pp. Octavo [21.5 cm]. Publisher’s black cloth
and cream paper-covered boards stamped in gilt.
Black dust jacket with orange, yellow, and olive
green typography and ornamentation, designed by
Jack Ribik. First edition clearly stated on the copy-
right page. Dust jacket with “$12.95” price intact
at top-front flap and “2/79” code at the bottom of
the rear flap.

A Near Fine copy, with only minimal, sporadic
surface soil and gentle wear to the edges and cor-
ners of the boards, perhaps lightly read. The text
block is solid and square. The dust jacket is likewise
Near Fine, with only very light surface rubbing and
some minor edgewear near the folds. An attractive
copy with an intimate association. Near Fine in
Near Fine dust jacket. Hardcover. [71273]

$15,000.00

A significant association copy, warmly inscribed by
the notoriously reclusive author to his long-time
friend, the late Santa Fe bookseller Nicholas Potter.
A short note in Potters hand is laid in: “Scarce 1st
edition inscribed to me in the mid 90’s...” Throughout
a friendship spanning forty years, Potter’s bookstore
served as a frequent destination for McCarthy, where
the two shared a rapport rooted in their mutual
appreciation of literature, art, music, and history.
This volume represents a vital fragment of that con-
nection; McCarthy, who famously avoided public
life, inscribed most of his published works to Potter.

The first printing of Suttree consisted of a run of
just under 6,500 copies, and was the only print-
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ing of the first edition of this work. It was another
commercial failure for McCarthy at the time, selling
less than 3,000 copies before being remaindered by
the publisher.

Suttree is McCarthy’s most expansive and picaresque
work, marking the culmination of his “Southern
Gothic” period (preceded by The Orchard Keeper,
Outer Dark, and Child of God). Set in the decaying
riverside slums of mid-century Knoxville, Tennessee,
the narrative follows Cornelius Suttree as he navi-
gates a grotesque carnival of scattered river-dwellers.
It is a masterpiece of character and atmosphere that
balances dark humor with existentialism through its
dense, philosophical prose.
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